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Translation of Claim 1 

[Claim l] A method of manufacturing a retardation film comprising- 
15 holding a transparent film having a heat shrinkable film on one or 

both siu-faces with a simultaneous biaxial stretching machine that can 

perform stretching and shrinking in both a longitudinal direction and a 

transverse direction; and 

shrinking the transparent film at least in one direction through a 
20 stretching/shrinking force produced by the stretching machine and a 

shrinking force produced by the heat shrinkable film when the heat 

shrinkable film is heated. 

Translation ofParaerraph [00061 
25 [0006] 

[Effect of the Invention] According to the present invention, by subjecting 
the transparent film to the stretching/shrinking force produced by the 
stretching machine and the shrinking force produced by the heat shrinkable 
film at the same time, refiractive indices of the transparent film in the 

30 in-plane directions and the thickness direction can be controlled precisely in 
a wide range, so that the desired retardation can be obtained with excellent 
controllability Thus, according to the present invention, a retardation film 
that has little variation in retardation and alignment axis within the plane 
and thus achieves excellent uniformity in optical characteristics can be 

35 obtained efficiently. 
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